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Background

Health Sciences and STEM Library Division 
Collaborations

How To Search Better

● Improve Search Stra tegies
● ACRL Framework (for undergraduates )
● ACRL Framework (for graduate s tudents )

Bra ins torm Next Steps

● STEMM: Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics , & Medicine

● What STEMM cours es  require 
writing/ res earch as s ignments ?

● How to s ca le for both undergraduates  and 
graduate s tudents ?



Action Plan for Fall 2022

Tiered Workshop Series

● Beginning
● Intermedia te 
● Advanced

For Cons idera tion

● Pre-As s es s ment
● In-Clas s  Activity
● Pos t-As s es s ment
● In-pers on & Zoom options
● Evening clas s es



Original Workshop Outline (Fall 2022)

Part 1: Getting Started (Cari)

● Genera l Library 
Services   & Help

● Information Life Cycle
● Res ource Types
● Peer Review Proces s
● Scholarly vs . Popular
● Brains torming & 

Background Res earch

Part 2: Planning Your Search 
(Alvaro)

● Res earch Ques tions
● Identifying Keywords
● Boolean Opera tors
● Identifying Databas es
● Library Search Demo

Part 3: The Critica l Res earch 
Proces s  (Renee)

● Supporting Evidence
● CRAAP
● Critica l Appra is a l
● Cita tion & Cita tion 

Management



Key Takeaways from Fall 2022

Positives

● Scaffolded Overview
● Sharing Workload Among Librarians
● Faculty Buy In

Negatives

● Rough Scheduling
● Low In Pers on Turnout
● Not Enough Student Feedback



Transition to Spring 2023: Action Plan

● Presented our work to Health Sciences 
and STEM Library Division, hoping to 
recruit more librarians
○ Recruited Jennifer to join our team-

represented dental health science

● What improvements can we make?
○ Revising Session 3 (less review, more on 

critical appraisal and citation 
management)

○ Remind students of feedback survey at the 
end of session (raffle)

● Scheduling Changes
○ Offer sessions in sequential order
○ Finish all sessions earlier in the 

semester
○ Only offered online and in the evenings



Statistics: Part 1 

Fall 2022

● 61 Attendees
○ 39% J uniors
○ 34% Seniors
○ 15% Graduate Students

Top Majors :

● Electrica l and Computer 
Engineering

● Chemical Engineering
● Human Biology

Spring 2023

● 27 Attendees  (only 2 s es s ions  offered)
○ 22% Graduate Students
○ 41% J uniors
○ 19% Sophomores

Top Majors :

● Computer Science 
● Bus ines s  Adminis tra tion
● Public Health, Mechanica l Engineering, 

Indus tria l & Sys tems  Engineering

“Getting Started with Library Res earch”



Statistics: Part 2 

Fall 2022

● 65 Attendees
○ 42% Graduate Students
○ 25% J uniors
○ 23% Seniors

Top Majors :

● Public Health
● Computer Science
● Global Health, Chemical 

Engineering

Spring 2023

● 54 Attendees
○ 56% J uniors
○ 26% Seniors
○ 11% Graduate Students

Top Majors :

● Computer Science
● Bus ines s  Adminis tra tion
● Biologica l Sciences

“Planning Your Search”



Statistics: Part 3 

Fall 2022

● 34 Attendees
○ 38% J uniors
○ 35% Seniors
○ 21% Sophomores

Top Majors :

● Health and Human Sciences
● Chemical Engineering
● Computer Science

Spring 2023

● 41 Attendees
○ 42% J uniors
○ 34% Seniors
○ 10% Graduate Students
○ 10% Sophomores

Top Majors :

● Computer Science 
● Electrica l and Computer Engineering
● Human Biology

“The Critical Res earch Proces s  & Cita tion Management”



Next Steps: Summer & Fall 2023

● Assess statistics and feedback for both semesters
○ Why did attendance decrease?
○ What are students learning from these sessions?
○ What scheduling changes can be made?
○ How can we edit current sessions, improve them, or add more?
○ How can we promote these sessions to more students from diverse disciplines?
○ How can we gather more feedback directly from students?

● Explore the idea of creating a Libwizard tutorial that would be an asynchronous version of the 
content of the live Zoom sessions
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Cari Kaurloto , cari.k aurloto@usc.edu
Alvaro Quezada , aquezada@usc.edu

Renee Rau, ren ee.rau@usc.edu
Jennifer Silverman , jas84961@usc.edu

Un ivers ity of South ern  Californ ia  Libraries

Collaboration by Urs Steiner, used under Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.0 Generic

mailto:cari.kaurloto@usc.edu
mailto:aquezada@usc.edu
mailto:renee.rau@usc.edu
mailto:jas84961@usc.edu
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stoneysteiner/5999358838
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stoneysteiner/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

	STEMM Research Workshops: A Health Sciences and STEM Libraries Collaboration
	Background
	Action Plan for Fall 2022
	Original Workshop Outline (Fall 2022)
	Key Takeaways from Fall 2022
	Transition to Spring 2023: Action Plan
	Statistics: Part 1 
	Statistics: Part 2 
	Statistics: Part 3 
	Next Steps: Summer & Fall 2023
	Thank You!

